Deficiencies in delivered hemodialysis therapy due to missed and shortened treatments.
The frequency of missed and shortened hemodialysis treatments was assessed in a randomly selected sample of 860 ESRD patients from 54 dialysis units. Data were collected for three sequential 4-week periods covering 28,108 treatments. During each of these 4-week periods, 5.1% to 7.6% of patients missed at least one treatment, 26.8% to 32.3% of patients had at least one shortened treatment, and 6.6% to 7.9% of patients missed 10% or more of their prescribed therapy. Over the entire 12-week period, 50% of patients had either missed or shortened treatments (or both). Missed and shortened treatments are prevalent enough to account for clinically important deficiencies in delivered dialysis for a significant number of patients.